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MR. LEDBETTER'S VACATION.

{Copyright, 18
My friend., Mr. Ledbetier, Is o stout,
round-faced litile man, whose natural
mildness of eye s gigantionlly sxaggor-
ated when vou
through his’ glasses, and whnss deep,
deliberate volee Uritates irritable peo-
A certaln vlearness of enunciation
has come with him Lo his present vicar-

e I8 0 -sacer-

hig Intercourss i= condemned, to put it
,' and such have
even done me the compliment 10 won-
der why I countenance him. But, on the
other hand, there is a large faction who
marvel at his coontenaneing suoh o dis-
1, discreditable acquaintunce as

11
friendiéhip with eqguanimhity.
is becouse they do oot know of the link
that binde us, of my aminble connedc-
tion via Jamuica with Mr. Ledbetier's

About that past he
ious maodesty.

displays an anx-
“I do not know

says, and repeats lmpressively,
not know whiit | should do." As i mat-

| plunging into that dark, mysterioas in,
| terior,
snld the apirit of doubl, My duty

my fellow men forbids,” said Mr. Led-

better's self-respect.

It was nearly 11 and the Hitle searide
town wis alreddy very stlll. The whole
world siumbered under the moonlight.
HOmly ane warm oblong of winduw, hiind !
age Triun hls scholastie days, an elabor- | far diwn the rond spoke of waking life
ate clenrnies of enunclation and w eer-
tain pervous determinntivn o be firm
and correct upon all issues, iImportant
and unlmportant alike.
dotniist and a chess player, and sus-
peeted by many of the secret practice §
of ths higher mathematics-—craditable
ralher than interesting things, Hin con-
ous, wnd given much

| Things to the test,” sald Doubt.

doubty, show that von dare go into the

wnftly he opened and ghot the gate and
slipped Into the shadow of the shrub-
bery. “This is foollsh, said Mr. Led-
| better's  caution. “1 expected that™
{eadd Doubt, His heart was bealing fust,
Ibut e wns cortainly not afradd.

| Wi not afrald. He remaited In the

shadow for some considerable timo.

| The ascent of the bialeony, it was cvi-
| dent, wounld have to be done in a Tush,
P for it was all In clear moonlisht, and
visible from the gate into the avenie
| A treliis, thinly set with young, ambi-
tious, climbing roses, mide the ascent
ridiculously easy. There in that black
shadow. by the stone vase of towers,

one might crouch and take a eloser |

view of this gaping breach in the do-

mestie defenass, the open window, For |
of fact, 1 do not think he should do | awhile Mr. Ledbetter was us stiil as
¥lhing except get very red about the | the pight, and then that * insidious
ears, But that will appear later, nor | whizly tipped the balance. He dashed

e — po e b
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Horrible thought! This was possibly
1he hqei:m:?m: Not a mement
L was 1o be lostt Mr. Le
| Dealile (he b, thanked h

vaiance, and crawied within jts Dpro-
the picture of it enme with him; wove  ieetion not tén seconds L) =nmu
into hisithoughts: Ile figured himsalf -
olimblng up that baleony, crouching, |

Ledbetter stocaed

He back, as
becane nloss nn hamds and knees.
Madﬂnﬁ:g cundie Hght appeared

through the thinper stitches of the b

“Baht. You would not-diure” | pafams digid as the candle wias

L9 | doven.

“Lord, what & duy
comer, blowing nolsiiy,
| Geposit somie heavy bur
| Ledbetter, judging by the focl, declided
to be 8 writing talle.
went to the rlllﬁur and Iocked IR, exam-
*|ined the
He turned ‘amd came back slowly to- enrcfully and pulted down the blinds,
ward the villa of the open window. He ' and, pettirning. sit upon tho bed With
Aood for a time outsidé the gate, a .
| battlefield  of imotives. “Let us put

" sald they new-
and seeming Lo
jen on what Mre

The unseen then

startling pondeyosiiy, 5
= “What o diy ! he said; “geod Lord!
For | pnd blew agaia, and AMr, Ledbetter in-
the zmatisfaction of these Intolerable | oined to Pbelleve that the person “-;‘,
| m his frca.  Hiz bools were good,
house. Commit a burglary in htnnk‘-‘m:g{“r::'m“' the shaduws of his legs
That, &t any rate, Is no crime” Very npon the valnnes suggested o formid-
| #ble stoutness of aspect. After 2 tUme
I'he remoyed sime 1
l oot nnd walstoont, Str. Ladbetter in-
forred—pnd, casting than over the rall

He | notsity, and, as it semed, conling from a
| ropsiderable temperiiure.
he muttered to himself, but he did not
laugh, “Of nll the faollsh things,” sald
My, Ledbetter. “What on earth am I

s outlook wah necessarily limived,
The minite  apertures ¢
gtitches of the fabric of the vaianoe -
mitted n certain amount of light, but
permitted no peeping. !
Lyupon this curtaln, save for those sharp-
| Iy defined legs, wore
intermingled confusing!
Cpatterning of the chiotx
| sdge of the valunce
was vigible, and by ca i
ing his eye Mr. Lodbetter found that
this strip broadencd until the whols
arei of the tloor ciamme into view. The
parpet was a luxuricus ane, the
and, Lo Judge by the custors
end trimmings of the furnlture,

a strip of carpet
utiously depresa-

W‘h;;mlhe should do he found it diffi-

| —

STOUT GENTLEMAN, “AND HOLD UP YOUR
HANDS.™

e, |[ forward,

will T well hoere of our encounier, sing Convalalve fovements: SWODE

as o geoeral mile—though 1 am prono | guick.
end of u story should

And the beginnin
story gocs a long way back: §

series of complicated and startiing ma- |
Ledbetter, 80 to
g, -lnto my hands

I was living in Jamaica
was a schoclmadter
was In orders, and al-
gably the same
the same ropundity of vis-

int ‘shadow of surprise In

A s n.
veled when T saw Bin,

and that muy have heiped :n|

bridjge the notural gulf between us—but

p=iness began at Hithergate-on-
Iy with Mr. Led-

Al & suUmmer

orighit brown portmuntean marked F.
L.. s new white and blae
1] two palrs of whit )

e on the advics

—

mat in the house. Their digcusslon con-

]
ol adventure in these Intier
evalpnee of globe-trovting,

1 1 b3 s
-, the volgnrity of ml'w_'r?.is-.;—
wmenit, the degradation of men by civii-

ticulirly was the talkative
deray of human cournge:

sly joined him
stier, in the st
da3light of emuncipation
cing-anxious perhapg Lo establish

bettor rather thoughtle

g

iy
rreely  than was

nioxicated, he insls
cloguent beyond his

gone forever, he went out into mooniit
o alone and up the ot coad
Hine clustes together

walked up the silent romd, he still be-
witled, the fate that had ealled him
ta such ap uwnieventful life as a peda-
at o prosslc existence he
nunt, wo' colorieas! Baoure,
yenr in, yeur out. 1
call 'was there for bravery? He thought
roving médicval
diys, so gear and so remote, 0f guests |
' and condottier and many & |

[
me @ doubl, a strauge |1nullnt.
springing out of mome chance thougnt
of tortures, and destructive altogether |
aof 1he position he hnd pssumed that
z. Was he—Mr. Ledbetter—real-
bruve as he assumed?
ty be o pleased to have
policemen, and security, van-
igh swddenty from the earth? The talk- |
had spoken envicusly
“The burglar'’ ke sald, *'is t'alwl
lefi on earth. | house,
singie-handed
peainst the whole civilized world e And

only poople who do, Just lhfnk how it
must feel to wire @
had laughed wickedly.
franker (ntimacy of self-communion he
found himsell instituting a comparison

tween hils own brand of courage and
that of the habitual eriminal,
0 meet thes
with blank assertion
that,” said Mr. Ledbetter,
Ao all that; only 1 do nol give way to
my oriminal impuises.

“1 eould do all

My moral cour-
aE But he doubted,
even while he told himself thest things

aMr. Ledbotter passed n large villa
" Conveniontly sit-
v o guite practicable haloony
as @ windew, guplng
“the time he searcely marked {t, but

He went up the trellis with

his legs over the parapet

af the bal-
| cony, and dropped, panting

4s  trembling  violently, =hart
:r:-nm_ and hi= heart punn_ne:i_nulall_v.
| but his meod wis exultation. Fie couid
have ahouted to fnd he Was 0 Httle
llh?l; my line that he had learned
fr-.nm Wills™ “Mephistopheles” came i:’{.
tn hik mind as he crouched thers, I
foel like nocat on the il He whis-

pered fU to himself. It wias far better |

an he had ted—this adventur-
:.E“\'-xh:!nrutiux. He was sorry for all
noot men Lo whom burklury was un—
known., Nothing hpppengl,  He was
quite safe. i

resl MAanner.

br::uiﬁn-w.- for the window to miake the
burgliry comdlete! would he dare Lo
do that? Its pesition nhove the {ront
door defined It os o Innding or PASSAge,
and thers were no looking glasses ul:
any bedrpom signs  about It op any
other on the fArst floor, to Sll'l;ﬂt'.ﬁll'l the
possibllity of a eleener within, For a
time he listened under the ledge, then
raleed bl oyes sbove Lhe sill and
peered ngain.  Heyond was & broad
landing faintly gleaming, # Mmsy fab-
ric of b Furtain, very black and
shuarp agu ta, further window, &
brond staircast plunging into b gull
of darkness helow, and another useend-
slanced

| inge to the second Tloor ki
behind him, but the stillmes it
| nig wits  unbraken, “Crime, he
whi roed,  Torime and scrambled
| softly d swiftiv over the sill inte
the house His fest fell nolsclessly. on
a mut of =kin. He was a burglar in-

. all ears and
peering e3 Je WS L SCRIMper-
| ing and rusting, nnd for a moment he
| repented of his enterprise. A =haort
misow, a switting and a rush into
nee snoke reassuringly of cats, His
arew. He stoud un,  Eyery-
abed, it seemed, S0 cusy is
it to c¢ommit 4 burglary, Iif ope is B0
mindeal. He determined o tike some
| pretty tronhy, Just to prove his froe-
dom from ony abijeet fear of the law,
and depart the way bhe had come.
He peored about him, and suddedly
rit arose aguin, Burglors
» than such nerg elemen-
1% CHLCAr y5 this:: the wenl into
soits, Lhéy farced safen, Well, he wis
not afrail, He conld not forpe: safes,
because that would be a stunplil woant
of consldermtion for his hosis, Pl D
would go into rooms—he would go uD-
| sraxiee. Mo
he was perfectly serure; an emply

house could not B more reassuringly |

st1il. He had to clinet his Lunds, never-
theless, and summon all als resolution

the Alm stalrcase, pausing for several
=i
wis

even more soflly than he had nscend.
ed, It was os easy as—. Hist!
Footsteps! On the gravel outside the
(d then the niise of a latch-
Koy, the yarn and bang of a door, and
the apitting of & mstoh in the hall be.

the sudden digeovery of the folly upon
which he had come, “How on eidrth
am 1 to get out of this? sald Mr, Led-
bettor

The hull grew bright with a ' candle
flame, some heuvy ohject bumed
aguinst the umbrella stand, and fest
were ascending the sisircass. In &
flash Mr, Ledbetter realized that his
retrent was closed. He stood for a
moment, o nitiful figure of venitent
confusion. My - goodness! “What a
fool 1 have Been!™ he whisperad, and
then  darted swiftly atross the
ghadowy landing into the emply bed-
reom from which he. bad just come.
He stood listening—qguiveting.  The

ing.

in the

ghadow, even as he had designed. I—f;

lmm to imagine
| person had gone to bed and then, when !
he seemed to be gleeping, 1o
| the door, unlbck it and bolt hendlong
far the balcony, seeméd the only possi- |
ble thing to du, W)

him, Bir. Ledbeiter despaired,
He was within
forth his hénd besxide
legs, coughing If nocess
his attention, and then smiling
gizing and explaining hig un

And he wis acting in the |

| you've neve
| Lord! 'm al

But he found these sentences hard to

jfames is peeuliar' or, 1 trust,
will pardon my somewhat am
appearance from beneath
about as mue

= foreed themselves
on his attention.

him? Would his unblemished
acter count for \

he was 4 burglar bevond dispute.
Iowing out this train
posing a lucld apology
technieal erime T havie ¢amr
be dellvered bofore senter

of thought he

walking about
locked and unlocked drawers, and Mr
| Ledbetter had o tramsiont hope thet he
might be undressing. But no! be seated
himsell at the weiting tabie and b
to write and tenr up documents,
eatly the smell of burning cream-inid
tpaper mingled withithe odor of clgiirs
{in Mr, Ledbsitor's
“The position T hod nssumed” swid
| Mr. Ledbetrer when he toid me of these |
things, “was in muany respects an ill-
| advised one, A transverse bar honeath
the tred depressed my hend unduty and
l.llrim; & dsproportionnte r;hll.r‘- ..ir my
| Welght upon my hands, After g time [ = ; r oy
Cxpericnced What Is: cailed, T believe, o i1 know now—I know now. Whnt we're
crick In the neok, The pressure of my
on the coursely-stiiched

drawn tight!y aver the
1 wore rather higher ¢
now-—two aml a hal! inches, in fact—-
what T had not re-
marked before, that the edge of the
ong I wore wus fraved slightly under

ars than 1 do

and 1 discoversd

wers he tohd hifscit thist |
which T vould gnly reliave by violent
grimecing—1 tried to rnise my hand,
the rustle of the aleeve alarmed
After o time'l had Lo destst from
| befure be began very softly o ascend | this relief also becausc—happily In time
—| dlscovernd that my (acial contor-
onds between  oarch  sten, Above | tlons were shifting my sla=ses down
a sdmire landing  with one onon (mMy nose
and several ¢lased doors; and all the [have exposed me, and az it wok, thiey
| Wouse wes stil. For a moment he|camée to rest tn an oblique poeition of
atood wondering whitt would bappen | by no means stable cquiltzrivm. In ad-
if some sleeper woke =uddenly ond [dition, T had a slight cold and an inter-
emerged.  The open door showed & mittent desire to sneaze or Soiff caused
moanlit bedroom, the coverlet white  me Inconvenience.
and undlstuched. lnto thix room he | from the éxtreme anxiety of my posi-
ecrept In thres Interminable minutes | tion, my physical discomfort became in
and took # mlece of soap for his plun- [ short time very considirable indeed.
der—his trophy. He turned to descend | But 1 bhad 1w

Thetr fall would, of course,

In fuet. quite apart

After an Interminable time there be-
gan o chinking sound. This despened
Into & rythm, ¢hink, c¢hink, chink—25
chink=—a rap on the writing tabls and
la grunt from the owner of the stout
low. Mr. Ledbelter stood petrified by legs. It dawned upon Mr. Ledbetter
thuit this chinking was the chinking of

. He becime incredulously curlous
as it went on. His curicsity grew. Al-
ready, If that was the case, this extra-
ordinary man must hove counted some
hundreds of pounds. At last Mr. Led
better could resist [t no longer, and he
began very enutiously to fold his arms
and fower his heud to the level of the

" peept
‘valancr. He moved his feel and one
|made & slight scraping on the floor.

i

the owner. Eversthing was
everything cottinued sull. A wild

came to Mr. Ladbetter that the un-
» i, the shadows mn wildly about and  known was in o it or sud dead,
put :rillh' hi' lu:.l.d .mmg the 3 uE' 1a-

1 e_ - -

| The stillngss continued. . What had
happened? The desire to peen became
{rresistible. t’cg cautiously Mr, Led-

hifF hand forward, pro-
Jected & plonser finger and begun to Ly
the valance (mmedintoly next his eye.
Nothing Wroke the stiliness. He saw
oow the stranger's knees, saw the back
of the writing table, and then—he was

better shifted

atnring at the barrel of a heavy re-

volver pointed over the writlng tahle

nt his head. .
ritome but of that. you scoundrel’™
#nld the velee of the stout atleman,

in a tone of guicl concentration. “Come
out. This side, and now. None of

your - hatky-panky. Come right ouat
now."
Mr. Ledbetter came vight out, a little

relnetantly, perhaps, but without nny
hanky-panky, and Ut once, even ns he

wils told,
“Kngel," shaid the slout gentleman,
“and hold up your hands'

| . The valance dropped again behind

ir., Ledbotler, and he arose from all
fours and held up his hands. “Dressed
ke a parson.” suld the"stout gentle-
man. “Pm damned if he fsn't! A lt-
tle ¢hap, too! You scoundrell What
the devi]l possessed you to come here
tonight? What the devil posscssed you

| to got under my bed?”
enlgmaticnl, and |
¥ with the florid

He did not appeéar to require nn an-

Lswer, but proveeded at once to several

véry objectionable remarks apon Mr.
Ladbettér's porgonnl appstarance. He
wag not & very big mign, but he looked
atrong to Mr. Ledbotier.. Hp was as

| stout aa his legs hud promised. He
| had  rather delicately-chiseled  smoll
| features, distributed pver a consider-
lable nren of whitish fade, and a num- '
|ber of chins. And the nole of his
| ¥oire had a sort of whispering undér-

Ltone.

“What the devil. I say, pussessed you
to get under my bed?”

Mr. Lodbetier, by an effort, smiled

| Woan, propitintory smile. He coughed.

“1 ‘can’t quite understand,” he sald,

“Why! What on earth?—

“It's somp! No—you sepundrel. Dont
you move that hand,™

“It's soap,” sald JMr. Ledbetter, “from
your washstand. No doubt H—"

"Don‘t talk" sald the stout man. T
see It's spap, Of all Incredible things"

“If 1 mlght explain—"

“Don't explain. . It's sure th be o e,
and there’'s no time for explanations.
What was | golng to ask you? Ahs
Hiave you any mates?"

“In & few minutes, If you—"

“Have you any matex, damn you? If
you sturt any soapy palaver I'tl shoot
Huve you any males?"

“No,"” said Mr. Ledbetror.

“T suppose it's a le,” sald the stour
man, "but you'll pay for it if It is. Why

L the devil didn't you floor me when I
| came upstairs? You won't get o chatce

to now, anvhow. Fancy gelting under
the bed! 1 reckon it'a a falr ¢op, any-
how, s0 far uas you are concerr =d."

“I don’t see how 1 could prove sn
alibl,” remnrked Mr. Ledbsetter, trying
to show by hig conversation that he
Wiks an educated man. There wos a
pause. Mr. Ledbetter perceived that on
i chalr beside his éaptor was a large
biack bag on a heap of crumpled pa-
pers, and that therve were Lorn and
burned papers on the table: and in
front of these, and arronged method-
feally along the edge, were bows and
rows of lttle yellow rouleaux—a hun-
dred times more gold than M. Ledbet-
ter had seen in ol his life before
light of two candles In silver s
sticks fell upon these, The pnuse con-
tinued. “It I8 rather fotiguing holding
up my hands like this" sald Mr. Led-
botter, with a deprecatory smile.

"That's all right,”" suid the far man,
“But what to do with. you 1 don't ex-
actly know."

“1 Kknow my position !a amblguous”

“Lord!™ sald the fat man. “Ambi
vous! And goes about with his
soap, and wears a  thundering
lericul collar! You are o bhlooming
':ﬂr‘, ¥ou are—if ever there was

“Tw b strictly acceurate,”™ sald Mr.
Ledbetter—and suddenly  his
slipped off and eclattered ngal
vést buttons, *

The fat mun chinged countengnes, i
Hash of savage resolution erdsssi his
Iiee, and something in the revolver
clicked., He put bis other bind to the
weapon, And then he looked gt M-,
Lodbetter; and his eye wont down to
the drapped pince-nes,

“Full ¢ock now, anyhow,” sald the far
min after o pause)” and hls  bhreath
seemed to catch. “But ' tell you,
bern mo near death befare.
omt gl If It hadn'l been
that the revelver wasn't cotked you'd

HERous | be Iying dend there now.”

Mr, Ledbetter =ald nothing, but he

¢ foedt thal the room was swaying.

“A miss is a5 good as a mile, Ii'e
luvky for both of us It wasn't. Lord!"

Lhe bléw  nolsily. “There's no need for

¥ou lo go pale grien for a llttle thing
like that."

“I can assure you, sir,” sald Mr, Le1l-
better with an &ffort,

“There's only ane thing to do. ¥ 1
vall in the police, I'm bust. A litul:
game I've got on ls hust. That won'l
do. I I the you up and leave you ggasn
—the thing may bo out tomarrow. Ta-
mutrovw’s Sunday, and Monday's bank
holiduy—Fve counted on three clear

| dnys, Shooting  you's murder—an

hanging—and besides, it will bust the
whole Dlooming Kernonze, 1'm hange]
2 1 ean think what to do—1"m hanged
i Iean’!

“Will ¥you permit me"'—

“You gas a8 much as if yom were a
real parson, I'sn blessed IF yoo don'l
Of nil 1he burglines you are the— We'l!
No--1 won't permit you. There isnt
time, I you start off Jawing agaln 'l
shoot right In vour stomach., Sae® That

| going to do first, my man. Is an ox.

amination for concealed arms. An ex-
nmination for concenled arme And,
look here! When 1| tell you to do n
:,I";nfﬂ don’t slart off at a gabble, do it

rizk.™

And with many elaborale precautions
and always pointing the pistol at Me.,
Ledbutter's head, the stout man stoid
himy wp and searched him for wenpons,
“SWhy, you are o burglar!” he sl
“You're a perfec! ameteur. You haven't
even a pistol pocket in the back of
your bresches, No, . you dop't! Sha-
up now.™

Yo =oun = this Issue was decided the
ehorl man made M. Ledbetter take off
lis coat and roll up His shirt slesyes,
ami with the revolver at ome enr. pro-
coudd with the packing - his appearance
had Interuptsd. From the short man 2
pwalne of view that was evidently the
only sreangement, for if he had packed
e would have had to put dewn his re-
volver, Fo that even the gold on the
tnlle was handled by  Mr. Ledbistlsr,
I'his mocturnal peacking was peculiar
The stout man’'s Ided was evidently to
distyibute the weight of the gold sz un-
ociontatiousty as possible througiv bis

considerable weight, There was  Mr
SanibBettir  sRLYSs, nltogether neaply
C15.000 in gold In the black bag on the
tuble. Thers were also muny littls rolls
©f L3 barck notes. Each roulesu of £35
wus wriapped by Mr. Ledbetter I pa-
jrer.  hose rouleaux were then pus
neatly in cigar hoxes and distr buted
hotween o travellng trunk, a Gindstone
Dag and a hatbox. About £600 went in
a lobaceo tin in a dreselng bag. 'Pen
pounds in gold and a oumber of 25
Lles  Lhe stout mbn pocketed., Oeca-
sicnally he objuorgated Mr. Ledbelievs
© umskiest and urged him to huory,
anid seversl times he appesled to Mr.
Ledietter’s wateh for Informution.
Mr bedbetier strapped the trank and
bag and Tetu | the atout man. the
key, 1t was e H1:E0, and untd the
stroke of midnight the stout man made
him sit on the bag, while he

mat 4t reasonably safe distanes on th

waited,

lugpage. 1L wag by no means an in-,

1_;1;;;“!9# be now glmnlsl

3 ) nal glerfoal cut 5 HI-
e G R
he sald, | A oAl A

mood, and,

tr. L-td‘b!ﬂqf hk;.m tme, he of-

N v, “No, don't begin that expliasnie-
Ui 0F youss. T know 1. will. be” long-
winded from your fuce. sand U'm much
100 old n llur to be Intercaled In other
men's Iving. You are. | say, a person of
edvention. You do well to dross as o
rumte.  Kven aomong sducented peopls you

SIROL pans U W4 Ccurale -—

I am & curate,” saldd Mr. Ledbetter,

“or, at lenstt~—

“Yau are trying to be. 1 know. But
you didn't cught 1o busgle. Fou are not
the man te hurgie.  You are—if 1 may
any it, the thing will have been pointsd

OHL (o you before—a cowurd

Do vou know,” Emid Mr. Tadbetter.
wis

tritgg (o g*t & fresh opening, "kt
ot very question” —-

The stout man waved him into slienos.

“You wasie your sducation in b s

Yai sbould do one ol twe things, Either
you ahioeld farge or' yon sbomd embez-
zle. For my own part. 1 embeszle.  Yes—
1 ombexz's, Ah'T What do you think o

man coald be dolng with all this gold

but  that? Listen! Mudnight! ¢ * = =
Tén,  Elevin, Twelve, Thers s some-
thing very impressive to me in that slow
boiting of the hours, Timoe—spuot: whil
Eur;ﬁ:-rl.rx they are!  Whatl mystertesl

It's tlme for ds to be moving.
Stand upt”

Anii then kindly, but firmly; he indoced |
Nr. Ledbeiter to sling tbe dressing bag
over his back by A string across his
chigt, o ahoplder the trunk sml over-
rullng o gasping  protesi. to tnke the
Gladstone bag in hls disengaged hand. So
cneumbered, sr, Ledbetter miruggied per-
loudly dewnstuirs, The stoul gentleman

fol'lvwed with un overcpot, the hatbox

and thy revolver, making derogniory re-

marks abogt Mr. Ladbetter's strongth
und asslsting him at the turnings of the

| Bualrs.

“Tho ick door,” hée dirdeted, and Mre.

Ladbetier staggersd through a conseryi-

tors, Isavine o wilie of siughod fower-
pots behind him, “Never mind the erock-

er,. " sukd the Btout mun; “it's good for
trades We walt  here until 8 quirier

pust. You can out those things down.
iou  have!”  Mr  Ledbotler collapsed
nanting on the trunk. “Last night” ho
rasoed, 1l wus asiewn In my Uitie Toom,
amd I no more dreami’’—

“Phere's no npeed for you Lo inerimin-
ate yoursell.” suid the stoutl gentieman,
lvoking ot the lock of the revolver. Ho
begnn 1o hum.  Mr. Ledbetier made 1o
spenk and thouszht better of It

There preseatly came the sound of »

boll and AMr. Ladbetter was tuken to the
back door and instrucied to open It. A
falr-helred muan in vachting eostume ¢n-
tered, At ilie wight of Mr. Ledbetter he
siarted violestly and clajiped his hand

behind him. Then he saw the stout men. |
:  syspeef me of 1 do pot xnow. My 1

“Bingham!" he cried; “who's this?

“Ciniy a-littie shilanthropio do of mins
—burgiar I'm (rying to réeform. Caught
him under my Usd just now, Hea ail

right. He's a frightful ass. He'll Dousé= |

ful to carry some of our t>ings,”’

The nowcomer seetnid] aelined o re-
seht Mr, Ledbetteér's presence 4t first, but
the stout man reassuréd him. “He's quiln
alone. Therg's not 4 gung 0 the world
would own him. No!— Don’t start talk-

, Tor guodness, suke.” They went out

My, Ledbetters should-
wrs. The mas in yachting costime walked
In_front with the Ghulstone bug and o
nigtol: then come Mr. Ledbetter like At-

| ing; Mr. Bingham followed with the hat

box. cont and revelver os before. The
house was ene of those that have thelr
gardens rlght up to the cliff. At the cliff
Wwas 4 steep wooden steirwar descending
to n bathing tont dimly wvisible on the
DBewok. Below waus a boat pulled up and o
stient lttie man with a black fi 1
beglda It YA fow moments’ explination”
fajd Mr. Ledbetter: ' can assure you' '—
Somebody kicked hm, and he sald no
muotre.

They made him wade to the boat, carsy-
ing the trunk; they pulled him sboan) by
the showldery and hair: ¥ oealled him
no better pame than  “seoundrel™ ]
“burglar? all that night. Bul they spoke
in undertonts, o t he ganeral publie
wiis  haspily unaware of hbis igneminy.
They huuled him khoard & yucht munned
by strangé, unsympithetic orleninls, nngd
partly they thrast him and paridy he foll
down n gnpEway into o poisoms daork
plnce, whers he was 1o remain many days
—how many he does not know, bBeopuse e
last equnf, among othér things, when he
was seaslek,  They fod bim on biscuits
and Ineomprelynsible words; they guve
him water to  drick mixed with un-
wished-far rum.. And there were eock-
roaches whers they put him. nizht and
duy, and in the night time thire wers
rats. The orienta's emniled his pock#sts
Wod teok his wateh; but Mr. Biighaoni
belng appealed to. took that himseif. Anil
five or slx times the five Lascars—Irf they
wers Lascars—and  the  Chinnmsn snd

| the negro who constituted the orew, fixhed

him oyl and ook him &L 10 Bingham snd
his friend to play cribbags and euchre
nnd three-hended whis:, amd o lsten (o
their stories and bonsting in an Interestad
minner,

Then these principnls would talk to him
as men talk to those who have lived a
Hie of crime. Explunations they would

w him that he was the rum-
wlar thoy hal ever sot eyes nn

They sild ns much again und again. The
fiir man was of o mciturn disgosition
and Irascible ot play, but Mr. Einghnm,
now thut  the «®dent anxivty of his de-
partire from Englind wins assuan dis-
& veln or genlal philosoph He

g the mystery of Spaee omd
i el Kant and He —abr it
he sald he did;  Beverd taos M
er 2ot as far as "My positon ul-
i know™— Lot then hie al-
¢ ir puess the wilshy ur do
somo: such intervening thing. After his
third fallure, the man got quite to
lonk for thia opening, and whenaver Mr.

Lodbetter begun afier that e wonld rogr

with imushter and hit bim viclently on

| the back, “Same old start; same old
| story: good old burglar,” 1he fair-halred
fman would say.

So Mr. Ledbetter fared for many days, |

20 porhann, - and one ovening he. together
whh some tinned provisions, wns tnken
over the wlde nad put ashore on a rocky
Hitke Island with a sprisgz Mr. Blngham
chmie In the bout with him, glving bim
good widvies all the way and waving his
linst attomuts at an explanation askde.
“Vam realiy not & burghan,™ =ald  Mr.
Ledbetter. “You never will be)”  sald
Mr. Binthpm.. “You'll never mike =

| burglar. I'm glnd you e beginning to reo
(I In choostig &k profession & man must

siudy temperament. I you ddon't, soon-
er or Inter vou will fall. Compare my-

| welf, for example. ANl my life I hoave

been In hanks—1 have got in barnks, 1
have even beon n bank manager, Hut was
I happs® No. Why wasn't Dhappy? He
eniss it did pnot soit my temperamant,. T
am tob adventuroeus, too versatile. Praec-
tically. 1 have thrown it over. I 4o not

| suppose I shall  ever munage % bank

agnin,  They wonld be glad to get me, no
doubt, but 1 have ledrnt the lessaon of my
tempetament—at last, * * ¢ No'_] shall
Hever manige a bank again,

“Now, your temperament unfita you for
erimo—Just s mine uniis me for resnec.
tability. 1 koow you better than I did,
and oow I do not even recommend forg-
ery. Go back to respectable oourses, a0y
man, Your lmr {5 the philanthropic Inv—
that s your luy. With that volce—the
ansociation for the Praomotion of Sniveling
amonme the Young—something in thet line
You thing it over.

“The lsland we are spproaching has no
name avpharently—at least there s pone
on the chntt. You might think out o

numo for it while you are there—while
you are thinkine about all these things,
It ha= guite drinkable water, T umder-
stand, 1t I# one of the drenadines—one 6f
the Windward lslands, Yonder—dim and
bius—are othér of the Grenadines:. [ have

often wondered whut these flande are for

-=-now, rou see, I am wiser. Thi=s one,
ut least, is for you. Sooner or later some
simple native will come &long and take
you off. Say what you like abhout uu
then—abus: us 12 you UKke—we shall pot
mind. And here=here Is half o sover-
elgn’s worth of sfiver, Do not waste that

in foolivh dissipntion when you return to
civilizstlon. FProperly used, It may give
o o fresh start §n life. And do not—

on't besch her, you beggars, he can

wade!—I}o pot waste ihe preciows soli-

tude befors vou In fonllsh thoughts, Pro
erly waml, It may bé a turning point in

vour carecer. Wiste nelther monsy noe
- = = L

time. You will dio rich, * ¢
' sorry, bul 1 must gsk you (o carry
sour tucker to_lamd in your arms. No,

its pot deep. Damn that! exnjnoution of

vours! There's ot thne, No, o, o,
I won't ligton. Owarbonrd you eo!’

And the falling alght found Mr. Led.
better, the Mr, Ledbetier who had com.
plalned that adventure  wauy  dead, sit-
llmi beside his cuns of food, hia chip

Ing upon_ his drawn-un knees, star-
ing through his glasses in d'llurunl' mild-
W

Fus

pess over the shinkne, vaean
; ko

He
was ol in the course of three

duys by a hi Osliorman and taken t
Sl.’r Vineent's, und from Vincent's b:

\
might ve foundered. Fven mwadng:

helumiu-maf.ﬂ'almmthn
was i singularly beipless parson.

Hie hind
rol the remolest biea what he ought fc -
do. The only thing he seems 1o have

| ahmong ot chines, mwm"ﬁﬁfﬁﬂ SHORT LINE+

| thatk you etotgh’ the letter he wrle

| abouns, T mve rathor onrelessly told Frovo,
Fri

| pleaze burn chis letier when rond-1 trest

tapem aliogether Lo bell ve a guardsd s 80—
| mant I have made them-—pricotically of

| me of pome sdigereditabis adveniooe, bur

of the garden with the |

Pmarvoned froth & ghip, It would be

thouigh they made it abun- |

T
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iblat™ T sald.
< te," he answered engerly, “"No ghe
will bellove It #nﬁl:l_‘thu. h T may. g'nn

He jesaly. ‘The man's tone 2 =
{ahtag oy Fis o ‘an odid charseter, S
“L amS he said “one of the most un-
1or to Weings allve.™

- -
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